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Dear Fref. Gremy:

For years we have been receiving your publication, Dreit et Liverte,

end have ef course learned much from it. Recently, just

anti=-Semitic attack en the Synagegue in Rue Copernic, our attention
wgs called to the fact that your erpanization had changed its name
from Hovement Against Hacism, Anti-Semitism and Psace te the Mevement

HAgainst facism and Fer the Friendship ef Peeples,

NEW YORK, N.Y., 10003 (212) WA4-5740

1t is @ifficult for us militant pregressive American Jews te understand
Why you feund it necessary te elindinate the strugele against anti-Semitism
frem the name of your impertant pregressive erganization with a splendid

distory of struggle against anti-Semitism and other forms of racism.

The idea that racism includes anti-Semitism way be accurate semantically
but net pelitically. Hany peeple who fight agaginst a1l kinds of rgcism
alse either telerate or even encourage anti-Semitism. In the 20th century,
anti-Semitism has become, as you certainly well know, such an impertant

instrument of international reactien that it needs to be cembatted

specifically in all countries.

Wle have read your statement in the Nevember-December 1980 issue of Dreit

€t Liberte and of ceurse respect the intentions thgt led te the change of
Jeur name but we cannet asgree that the change wgs politically wise,
Certainly the Kue Uepernic incident, which was enly the climex of the
wigdanraad andiaSems dde mermmandy Jands ane fe gusstdan the Svdeuent

for changing the name.

Y3y we in the spirit ef internatienal selidarity in the struggle against
racism, anti-Semitism and fer the friendship ef peoples urge you to consider
Changing back to yeur former name. Te admit an error so soon after it is
)ade is honerable and can help impreve the quality of your pregressive work.

Sincerely yours,
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PARIS, le 26 février 1981

Mr Morris U, SCHAPPLS
Editox

JEWISH CURRENTS

22 East 17th street
NEW YORK, N.,Y¥Y, 10003

Dear Hr Schappos,

I thank you very much for your letter datend
Pebruary 2d, which I read very carefully,

The change of our name is now several years old,
It had been decided by our national congress with a very
strong majerity, including the jows of our Movement,

We wanted to emphasize the peositive aspects of
our struggle, The term "Peace" having paradoxally an old
sonnotation of "cold war", We wanted alse to keep our
acronym, which was really peautifully known and rexpeocted,
due to our action for years,

fven if the word "antisemitism" disappearad frem
our name, be sure that g never opped our a on against

issmi ., Have we a batter proof than our action aft
Copernic, when we found curselves able to gather nearly
300,000 persons in the streets of Paris? We protest and/ox
go in court after every aggression against jewish persons,
ﬂomantﬂ' BhopPSess
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In fact, the main racist problems in France
concern the immigrant workers and their families, The laws
of our present government malke their conditiorn very miszerable
specially by contraining them %o an unprotected life from
the legal point of view, The police, the administration,
the esmployers are given uncontrolled rights upon them, This
is also, of course, one of our main concerm,

So our theory as well as our pratice from that,
we must - and indeed do - make no discrimination between
differents aspects of racisms, And there is not the tiniest
beginning of proof that our action has changed after we
changed our name,

80 we think there is neither theoritical no
practical reason for coming back to our former name,
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Thank you for your attention to us, Please, if
you do not do it already, send your publications,

Your very sincerely,



